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Green, Gerald The Last Angry chooses for the first subject Samuel Abelman, 
Feb. 4,1957. 494p. $4.50. M.D., sixty-eight years old, and for more than forty 
(Book-of-the-Month Club Choice—February years general practitioner the Brownsville section 
Advertising executive Woodrow Thrasher has idea Brooklyn. The Last Angry Man Dr. Abelman’s 
for new television show. Woody explained Story Woodrow Thrasher hears series inter- 
his colleagues: ‘There are thousands whose lives are with the Doctor himself, his wife, his daughter, 
dramatic, interest their fellow Americans, say and several his friends. Notable parts are student 
select our subject carefully. Then take the life Bellevue Medical College the early part 
biggest mobile unit the world, eight cameras neces- the century, the description the Spanish influenza 
sary, their house, store, laboratory, farm. epidemic 1918, the trend toward specialization, and 

And the show live from there. actors, noth- the Doctor’s brief career surgeon. 
phony. Real people, doing real things, the kind Thrasher’s first impression Abelman not favor- 
things that make our country powerful and unique. able one. The Doctor angry man. berates 
And call it—Americans, U.S.A.” his patients, his neighbors, his colleagues and his fellow 
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beings generally, but only when these are vain, insin- 
cere downright malicious. The Doctor reacts vio- 
lently “galoots.” galoot, according Dr. Abel- 
man, “is guy who thinks the world owes him living. 
And doesn’t have handed him silver 
platter, goes after someone else’s expense.” 
The tough young negro hoodlums with the colorful 
names, Josh the Dill, Lee Roy, Nobody Home, are 
galoots. The patients who seek Dr. Abelman’s services 
when they’re broke but who the specialists when 
they’re funds, are galoots. The neighbors who throw 
junk his yard are galoots. The Doctor’s world 
full galoots, and curses them heartily Yiddish 
and English. 

Thrasher comes love the old man when sees his 
fundamental honesty and the broad scope his char- 
ity. Thrasher’s world also well populated with 
galoots but he, Thrasher, had accepted all the fraud 
and deceit. had taken galoots for granted. The 
Doctor had not. cried out against them. ex- 
coriated them. was the last angry man. 

Author Gerald Green deserves certain measure 
praise for this achievement. Since producer 
television shows surely qualified write about 
the people who work that medium, but the reader 
will amazed his knowledge medical procedures. 
the preparation this book must have obtained 
fair medical education. The Doctor grows the 
reader’s estimation the story unfolds. real 
character and despite his irascibility possessed 
many natural virtues. Even without the frequent refer- 


ences the angry man theme this would still good 


story one man’s life and work. fact, the angry 
man theme doesn’t quite come off. The Doctor’s reac- 
tion the presence evil differs degree but not 
kind from that any man who loves justice and hates 
iniquity. would appear that Dr. Abelman’s own 
physician was the right track when declared 
Abelman typical migraineur, worrisome, demanding 
perfection himself and others. 

There incredible amount vulgarity the book. 
Even the most hardened reader will want frequently 
come for air. That and the generally low moral 
tone the book should discourage any but the most 


confident reader. 
James McDonough, 
Saint John College, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Linklater, Eric The Dark Summer 
Harcourt, Brace. Feb. 7,1957. 238p. $3.95. 


Almost everything Mr. Linklater writes distinguished 
feeling for the right word, the edged phrase, the 
rich color the language that English. Add this 
skill creating character and recreating experi- 
ence, philosophical observation that mature and 
healthy, often witty, and sure craftsmanship con- 
struction story that may, does here, seem thin 
though intricate, and the sum writer cher- 
ished. Doubtless great deal Linklater Tony 
Cavendish, son soldier father and 
mother, who himself soldier, only 
recently returned with wound-scars and decoration 
from the beaches Dunkirk when this adventure be- 
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Welfare Officer inspecting the scattered island out. 
report rumors espionage involving some 
the islanders and pseudo-refugees from Norway, 
The captain the trawler that takes him into the 
stormy archipelago north Scotland Dick Silver, 
engagingly literate man adventure. These two 
cipitate the suicide old Mungo Wishart, dour and 
towering laird lands the Shetlands and become 
involved with the mystery the Wishart inheritance 
and with Wishart’s son and daughter. 

The Dark Summer covers some fourteen fifteen 
years the life Tony Cavendish, from late 194] 
until 1956 when the Mungo laid and the 
secret old Dandy Pitcairn’s disappearance two hun- 
dred years before cleared when his body found 
embedded peat bog. Between whiles Tony, pro- 
fessional soldier, rejoins his regiment for the fighting 
Egypt and Italy, then serves with the occupation forces 
Austria, goes Korea involved there where 
loses arm, then England again and the 
lands, from there SHAPE Headquarters and last 
back the Shetlands wed Wishart’s lovely daughter, 
Gudrun, and remain the loved north lands. 


Little the richness invention this novel can 
told brief summary; there little attempt 
tery, even resolving the Wishart secret, for old 
Dandy’s body found the first few pages, with 
knife still stuck his bones. Old Mungo’s part 
the espionage—he swallows cyanide the night after 
Silver confronts him with the frozen body the 
ling emissary—is never much doubt. Yet one’s in- 
terest never flags the story unfolded, because one 
interested the the interlocking rela- 
tionships characters which hold one’s interest. Nor 
does seem mere that Silver’s nephew, 
Poynter, becomes involved with Tony during the Italian 
campaign; that Wishart’s son, Olaf, found Korea 
during perilous retreat from encircling Chinese com- 
munists and die Tony’s side. that Silver should 
turn Singapore with tempting offer wealth 
Tony, now with but one arm. The fabric this 
tale too well woven for flaw show the design. 


The Dark should delight adult readers, 
those particularly who relish savory style, dextrous 
prose that not verbose. 

Grady, 


University Scranton 


Gabrielson, Catherine The Story Gabrielle 
World. 118p. $2.75. 

Even more poignantly than John Gunther Death 
Not Proud, Catherine Gabrielson has written the 
story the struggle her nine-year-old daughter, 
Gabrielle, against the ravages cancer. Readers 
all ages may learn from Gabrielle’s mother how 
quer death learning fill the utmost every mo- 
ment life. For four months, living the threshold 
heaven, Gabrielle was the fountain faith and 
inspiration her mother and her devoted friends. 
hope that Mrs. Gabrielson will soon write another 
story. happy one. Perhaps Dierdre, 


little sister. Lenore Philbin, 
Archbald, Pennsylvania 
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Bedford, Sybille Legacy 
Simon Schuster. Jan. 30,1957. 311p. $3.50. 

This first novel comes equipped with jacket which 
takes every word out the mouth any American 
reviewer. appeared originally England and the 
American publishers have adorned the jacket with 
quotes from such writers Evelyn Waugh, Aldous 
Huxley, Nancy Mitford, Janet Flanner and Clifton 
Fadiman, well the estimable critics Encounter, 
The Observer and The London Magazine. They call 
“cool, witty, elegant,” “brilliant, original, Meridith- 
“interesting, odd, “astonishing 
and fascinating,” “unconventional and bold,” “lively 
and adult.” What there left say? You can see 
the adjectives what sort novel is; rather spe- 
cial, precious, not every one’s cup tea, not likely 
make the best sellers list, although some the admir- 
ing writers above have managed arrive there with 
books the same genre. But for the discriminating 
reader, the lover good writing, literature sup- 
pose, will joy. 


The setting Legacy Germany the fifty years 
before the First World War. Its involved plot centers 
around two families, the Feldens, Catholic aristocrats 
and antagonists the dominant Prussian influences, 
and the Merzes, wealthy Jews, whose daughter marries 
Maron Felden and thus effects familial alliance which 
death itself does not shatter. All them are affected 
some way the political and military intrigues 
the day and the the novel lies the Felden 
Scandal, story intricate defies condensation, yet 
the book unfolds beautifully. 


And the characters. There one brilliant por- 
trait after another; superb gallery women, the 
beautiful and intelligent English Caroline, the worldly, 
civilized Sarah, the other worldly, heaven-directed 
Clara; and another fine gallery eccentrics, Baron 
Felden with his pet chimpanzees, the 
familias who will speak French Latin, reserving 
German for the servants, the parent Merzes deliciously 
vague but impregnable their wealth the end. The 
English have special talent for creating believable 
eccentrics and Mrs. Bedford carries that tradi- 
tion. Hers are delightful. 


The whole book delightful, with freshness all too 
rare. The charge snobbishness has been levelled. 
But, eliminate all the snobbish writers from 
English literature, shall have sadly depleted list. 
Confined within the pages book snobbishness can 
highly entertaining, and Legacy just that. 


Miriam Quinn, 
Bala-Cynwyd, Pennsylvania 


Engle, Paul (Editor) 

Prize Stories 1957 (The Henry Awards) 
Doubleday. Jan. 10, 1957. 312p. $3.95. 
The Prize Stories 1957 (The Henry Awards) are 
twenty number and, course, varied theme, style, 
and characterization. These stories are comprehen- 
sive representation the problems arising modern 
American life. the editors point out their intro- 
duction, this year’s prize stories fall into three dominant 
areas: economic and social pressures people, racial 


Bedford Engle O’Connor 
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tension, and the relationships children and older 
people. 


the twenty selected, about fourteen stories are very 
good, and these fourteen, five are excellent. How- 
ever, the editors’ selection the three prize-winning 
stories questioned. Flannery O’Connor’s Greenleaf, 
the first-prize winner, excellent. the story 
Southern woman’s economic and social frustration, ‘and 
how her nagging battle against insurmountable odds 
ironically defeats her. The writing and characteriza- 
tions are fine. 


The second and third-prize winners, while good, are 
surpassed other stories the volume. Among these 
are The Warlock Jean Stafford, which woman 
who recovering from both serious physical illness 
and near breakup her marriage, takes tropical 
cruise over the Christmas holidays. Her body still car- 
ries the effects the drugs prescribed for her illness. 
Everyone she meets and every experience she has dis- 
torted until she the brink madness. The Blue 
Serge Suit John Langdon sad yet charming story 
young boy who has proper suit for his gradua- 
tion and who anxious like all young people con- 
form. His grandfather attempts solve the problem 
giving him his own outmoded wed- 
ding suit, which had been saving for his funeral. 
The boy who cannot hurt his grandfather wears the 
suit the graduation. Then Were Three 
Irwin Shaw tells summer idyl Europe, when 
three young carefree and happy Americans tour the 
continent car. Always the background, how- 
ever, the awareness Munnie the superficiality 
the idyl and that will eventually return Amer- 
ica and reality. When the summer over, his fore- 
bodings are realized the abrupt ending the 


Many other well known authors are represented this 
selection, among them William Faulkner, John Chee- 
ver, and Mary McCarthy. Many relatively new 
writers are also represented, and among them Herbert 
Gold, Cynthis Rich, Richard Thurman, Wyatt Blas- 
singgame, and Betty Sunwall have given stories 
sharp insight and understanding human nature. 


Elizabeth O’Rourke, 


New Brunswick, New Jersey 


O’Connor, Richard 


Company 
Doubleday. Feb. 7,1957. 319p. $3.95. 


Mr. O’Connor writes with verve and interest; tells 
his story well and enlivens the dreary months before the 
fall Atlanta September 1864. This unusual 
tale company renegades formed into “suicide 
striking force” Sherman’s army route from Chat- 


tanooga Atlanta. The personnel this company 
are prisoners who, escape from the hell-pits 
Federal prison camps which they had been con- 
signed for offenses ranging from rape murder, are 
given the bloody choice leading the legions the 
General “who marched hell.” Major characters 
are personable major the 8th Wisconsin Cavalry, 
“lady” from the New Orleans vieux Carre; also 
rather large “passel” villains headed provost 
marshal Atlanta and one-time courtier the 
N’Orleans quean well one-time commanding 
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officer the aforesaid major, pre-war days along 
the Mexican Border. The narrative racy and spicy; 
begins with the “raid Bladenboro” and ends with 
the destruction railroad bridge outside Atlanta. 
There is, the reader warned, the usual, for this sort 
thing, amount soldierly smut and smart-aleckness 
coupled with what the trade seems consider the 
necessary amount bedroom logistics. Although Mr. 
O’Connor has portrayed well enough the atmosphere 
and reactions his principals, they are not very attrac- 
tive people. The novel, one might say briefly, has 
width but depth. 

Berkeley Kines, 

St. Joseph’s College, 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Demarest, Phyllis Gordon 
The Wilderness Brigade 


Doubleday. Jan. 24,1957. 356p. $3.95. 


Although this novel has Civil War background, 
essentially psychological novel dealing with the per- 
sonal problems its characters. Roark Banning, the 
hero, manages escape from Salisbury prison and 
take refuge barn the Herrick plantation. There 
saves the blind owner, Beau, from the attack 
husband and invited into the house. Beau’s 
sister, Emmeline, who has protective interest her 
brother, persuaded receive this Yankee and guide 
him the bushwhackers the other side the Yad- 
kin, instead reporting the prisoner the leader 
the Southern Home Guard. Involved this deceit, 
fearing for her brother and herself, the haughty South- 
ern belle begins lower her defences against Roark’s 
fateful charm, while he, who has sneered any prin- 
ciple except belief gambler’s luck, finds himself 
willing take any risk rescue Emmeline from 
unhappy spinsterhood and the crumbling Southern 
civilization. 

The story fast-paced, enlivened 
mishes, even fiery holocaust. Too bad that the moral 
When the going gets rought, trust your baser 
your reason won’t enough. adult 
reader who can take stride the notion that satisfac- 
tion the mating instinct cure for all the ills the 
flesh heir may find some interesting sidelights 
the people who, presumably, dwelt the Carolina hill 
country during the years secession. The Wilderness 
Brigade not recommended reading. 

William Schweder, 
Georgetown University, 


Washington, 


Davis, The Distant Music 
Morrow. Jan. 30,1957. $3.95. 


This latest novel Mr. Davis, who won the Harper 
and Pulitzer prizes for his Money the Horn, has three 
heroes, all named Ransom Mulock, and human 
heroine. For the heroine here the sweet beauty, the 
rugged grandeur the land and the peace living 
it, the primitive, unspoiled vastness the American 
Northeast. But perhaps Mr. Davis who loves her 
best, his fresh, wildly imaginative prose. The 
Mulocks, who represent three generations frontier- 


Demarest Davis Fuller 
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builders, never quite understand what they are looking 
for. Caught the grubby, distracting business civil- 
ization comes 19th Century Oregon, they sel- 
dom move beyond hearing the “distant music,” calling 
them something that there, but elusive and out 
reach. 

least this one fair interpretation Mr. Davis’ 
bent: is, for all his descriptive genius and earthy wit, 
not always easy man follow. The novel describes 
the events some years after the first Ranse 
Mulock arrives 1858 the town Clark’s Landing 
the Columbia River stake out two square miles 
land with his wife, Medora, white girl raised 
among squaws. The author’s narrative manner, closely 
akin that cynical backwoods philosopher with 
talent for spinning funny stories, times approaches 
the mystical. has least one key dream, 
ance symbols and several crucial conflicts which are 
only hinted at. Time means little Mr. Davis, who 
one section will splurge three chapters the events 
one day, and another romp through years 
couple pages. You rarely know exactly how old 
any character given moment. This obviously 
novel read with ears cocked, and while Mr. 
Davis the type writer who often makes another 
writer’s jaws awe, there nagging feeling that 
his art keeps getting the way his matter. 

The plot has much the bite and bitterness natural- 
ism, and also much its drab pessimism. essen- 
tially about how the Mulocks, taciturn and stubborn, 
waste their lives trying save their strip land from 
the inevitable corruption the town. the end 
jungle railroad yards, mills, shacks, and garbage 
dumps: all decay. almost Mr. Davis 
saying the Mulocks sinned claim the land all 
and are doomed suffer for it. The first Ransom 
marries can double his claim, and broods away 
his life over Medora’s forgotten Indian lover; one his 
sons destroys himself running away, the other 
staying and making his duty the land and obsession; 
the grandson, gayly indifferent, almost gets away, but 
too comes back, caught his fondness for fighting 
the greed the town and for the girl will marry. 
This the story the struggle for the West, made 
people close the realities and frustrations every- 
day life they never had time realize what they were 
building. Mr. Davis’ people are flesh and blood, often 
enigmatic, often moving. Were their sacrifices wasted? 
Half Mr. Davis seems think so, the half him 
that has such finely ironic contempt for avarice and 
stupidity. But the part him would seem 
say good that they lived and did what they could 
and saw, rare moments, the far-off vision—as through 


glass, darkly. 
James Arnold, 


Sacramento, California 


Fuller, Blair Far Place 


Harper. Feb. 243p. $3.50. 

This first novel. starts out interesting way, 
but fades out. Things seem get out control. Too 
many main characters appear. 

Blair interesting person. After graduating 
from Harvard spent two years West Africa 
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oil company representative and followed this year 
Paris when wrote this book. present 
English Barnard College. 


The book tells life town West Africa where 
the natives and the whites mingle but not too well. 
The protagonist, Reed Hodgins, young American oil- 
man, does some diamond smuggling, which provides 
moderate suspense. However, the main theme the 
book seems the sex adventures one the local 
white ladies. One these adventures, with colored 
man, told detail, with the purpose perhaps 
bolstering faltering tale, and adding something for 
cash register appeal. 

What value the book has, lies its picture African 
life. this brings mind Ruark’s Something 
Value but there really comparison except 
very superficial way. 

the page following the dedication Mr. Fuller’s 
book, there are two inscriptions printed. Both were 
originally painted Accra (Gold Coast) trucks. 
Day Will Come but not Yet” and “The Lord 
Shepherd and Don’t Know Why.” These two in- 
scriptions indicate the flavor the book, intense 
dissatisfaction with everything dipped deep melan- 
choly. The book seems prove that abandon mor- 
ality cultivate unhappiness. 


James Ball, S.J., 
Buffalo, New York 


Sharp, Margery The Eye Love 
Little, Brown. Feb. 7,1957. 279p. $3.95. 

One these years scientists will launch satellite 
outer space and people will think wonderful. 
such the practical world. Yet lovers (and lunatics) 
have launched such centuries and Castles the 
Air they have resisted the mundane pull circum- 
stance disintegrated into the disaster the con- 
ventional commonplace. Either way, poets and novelists 
have charted their progress and readers have been de- 
lighted stories considered highly improbable, 
simply imaginative, subtle blend both. And 
that subtle blend exactly what Margery Sharp’s The 
Eye Love is. 

Miss Dolores (nee Dorothy) Diver and Mr. Harry Gib- 
son must see each other through the eye love. 
Though would weak tea anyone else she 
would weak tears, her bluff King Hal and she 
his Spanish Rose. This love idyll has gone for 
ten years romantically unwed unlawful bliss when 
their castle air comes tumbling down like house 
cards. Harry must marry Miranda Joyce save 
himself from bankruptcy and this causes Dolores 
take lodger support herself and her orphaned 
niece, Martha. tell how ingeniously Margery Sharp 
rebuilds the house cards that hearts again are 
trump would spoil rare witty comedy. 


The characters are odd lot hinges. they seem 
held the real world the one hand they hold 
dream world the other. Harry old stick and 
Dolores old sack they are not separate from King 
Hal and the Spanish Rose. The same Janus-facing 
degree might found many the others: 
Harry’s mother, Miranda; Mr. Joyce; Mr. Phillips. 
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The same true Martha who almost separate 
story. Living through her childhood imagination 
world her own she hovers above the castle air 
like small balloon held only slim thread 
economic necessity. She most delightful character 
with her own idea what one sees with “the eye 
love.” 


Margery Sharp did not know her craftsmanship the 
story would impossible. But her telling the whole 
story was Cluny Brown and Britannia Mews. 
The conventions she ridicules turn our sympathy the 
characters involved within them. the same trick 
Cervantes with Don Quixote; but here simply 
surface thing like one finger melody minor key. 
She poses social problems, pretends serious treat- 
ment and has only one purpose, sheer entertainment. 


James Gallagher, 
New York, New York 


Hardy, Rene 

Translated Galway Kinnell. 
256p. $3.50. 

This taut and nerve stretching tale opera- 
tional patrol sent mission the Saraha during 
the war Africa, patrol led man who was 
professional soldier but burdened with fear and grow- 
ing despair. was jealous his wife, Jane, and 
David Leith who had known Jane years before she 
married Brand. Leith, too, member the patrol; 
and he, too, must find himself and some answer the 
cynical philosophy seems have succumbed to. 
The mission success, but the patrol loses its way 
the return and stumbles agonizingly about the mer- 
ciless desert thirst and heat, pursued the enemy. 
Adult readers who admire tight tale well told will 
find this suspenseful the point And 
translation should commended for its ease and 
1a10m. 


Bitter Victory 
Doubleday. Jan. 10, 1957. 


Neider, Charles (Editor) 

The Complete Short Stories Mark Twain 
Hanover House. Feb. 1957. 676p. $3.95. 
The editor has plowed through all Mark Twain’s 
works, salvaging whatever thought was story 
non-fictional work, and has come across with another 
anthology. course there are the familiar “The 
Notorious Jumping Frog Calaveras County,” “The 
£1.000,000 Bank-Note,” and “The Story Without 
End,” which Stanley Walker brought back life 
the September 27, 1941, issue the New Yorker, with 
“The Case Mr. Whipple’s Pants.” 


the sixty stories here collected, there are only few 
which would appeal contemporary taste. The editor 
aware this change reading likes when says 
that “Twain’s fashion has dimmed the last forty 
years. seen belong another era, the era 
timism The idea sems that though humor 
still humor, the nineteenth century not the twen- 
tieth century. Those who have been brought 
James Thurber, Spectorsky, Perelman, Frank 
Sullivan, St. Clair McKelway al, find the going fairly 
rough when they are brought face face with pieces 
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that might possibly rate college creative-writ- 
ing course. 

The obvious contrivances, the pointed moralism, the 
surface black-and-whiteness, the extended hoaxes that 
weary the reader, the sophomoric spoofing, all these 
see present-day journalism; but don’t take 
them seriously because they are ephemeral newspaper 
pieces. 

The well-made short story has come long way since 
Twain, anyone can see examining the pieces 
such writer the recently deceased Coppard. 
That should be, the writer perfecting his art 
avoiding the faults his predecessors. Not much in- 
telligence involved proving that contemporary 
short-story writers, like Jean Stafford and Salinger, 
are better artists the craft than Mark Twain. 


served his purpose well his time writer who 
caught with the intelligence those who like tale, 
gag, spoof. And fits well, too, when lec- 
turer American Literature, after tough bouts with 
Emerson, Thoreau and Emily Dickinson, wants turn 
something light. 
But should obvious, except members the 
Twain Society, that Samuel Langhorne Clemens, (two 
fathoms twelve Harry Belafonte has popu- 
larized it), minor stature. Mr. Neider, his ex- 
cellently balanced introduction, seems aware 
this. other words, let the Twain enthusiasts read 
their master again and again. Or, Kipling well 
put it: 

The Con-Twains and the Pro-Twains, 

not see how they can very well get together. 


Arthur MacGillivray, S.J., 
Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Brown, Fredric Rogue Space 


Dutton. Feb. 15,1957. 189p. $2.75. 


Crag had been spaceman, but accident had cost 
him his hand, his wife, and his job; so, became 
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Best 


criminal—hard, ruthless, cunning. Convicted 
frame-up, was offered freedom and wealth 
politically aspiring judge. accepted and stole 
small disintegrator from eminent scientist, only 
learn that the judge planned become dictator. 
Trapped disintegrating asteriod with the judge 
and his wife, Judith, Crag frustrates the plan the 
cost death for all. But Crag revivified “sen- 
tient asteriod” (sic) and lives life luxury until 
tires things which cannot give him pleasure. 
leads group colonize new planet created from 
the asteriod belt his sentient rock, but only and 
equally revivified Judith prove tough enough 
found new race clean new world. Hard-boiled 
writing, clumsily incredible gimmick and juvenile 
plot render this poor piece science-fiction suitable 
only for adults addicted this fare. 


West, Jessamyn See the Dream 
Harcourt, Brace. Feb. 6,1957. 314p. $3.95. 


Miss West’s opening observes quite correctly about 
journal that “no other kind writing gives the reader 
much the feel what another person has experi- 
enced.” That very intimacy, however, involves also 
difficulty, for other form more readily exposes 
insincerity contrivance for effect. common with 
Thoreau, her favored model, Miss West’s honesty with 
self and public avoids this risk and achieves journal 
that real pleasure know: warm, humorous, ap- 
preciative beauty, love with people, 
gently observant. 


The entries, wisely not held daily schedule, cover 
roughly the year when their author commuted between 
Mrs. Max McPherson, housewife Napa, and Miss 
Jessamyn West, technical adviser for the filming 
The Friendly Persuasion Hollywood. Much the 
content concerned with helping Wyler, 
Gary Cooper, and Dorothy McGuire translate Amer- 
ican Quakerdom into Vista Vision. From all the 
script-writing, casting, and what not the 
reader will learn much about how picture made. 
More important, though, will learn how person 
made: West, well worth knowing. The 
movie-making, fact, that perhaps con- 
stitutes the one flaw the universality that the jour- 
nal otherwise achieves. 


The book has the miscellaneous character natural 
its genre. There are nostalgic recollections: Quaker 
childhood southern Indiana; the family cat; college 
life; old friends; lecturing Stanford. There 
spection: addiction solitude resolutely fought; 
ascetic tendency self-denial; psychological analysis 
migrane; reading tastes. There startlingly good 
description: the characteristics people’s eyes; scenery; 
observations the commonplace; hilltop sanctuary. 
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Stopover: Tokyo But best all the steady, pervading interest people 


viewed with philosophic mind that penetrating but 
not pompous and even with the most familiar materials 
never becomes banal. 


This companionable book, all good journals are, 
own and visit with intervals. delight 
read, not because one always agrees with its views but 
for its insight, candor, and magical humaneness. Even 
with its unpretentious rhetoric demonstrates that 
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what makes good writer combination good 
mind, wholesome personality, interest people, 
careful observation, and willingness work with words. 
Visiting with such writer deserves anyone’s leisure. 


George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Memoirs Michael Karolyi: Faith Without 

Translated Catherine Karoyli. 
$6.50. 

Many years ago after reading The Autobiography 
lincoln Steffens this reviewer felt need mental 
That sensation again experienced after 
Count Karolyi’s dismal account his octo- 
life. 


Michael Karolyi fled from God, his religion (Catholi- 
ism), his heritage (Hungarian aristocracy), and rea- 
Most this flight was accomplished while 
was yet young man. The rest his life was spent 
search for the rewards which Karolyi expected 
due for his unorthodoxy. assumed for him- 
elf role fighter for freedom—freedom for his 
adopted all Europe his country. 


Dutton. Jan. 1957. 


Karolyi freedom was license held government 
necessity relatively small number people) 
and direct the economic, social, 
ultural, and religious (superstitious) life the masses. 
the van the reform movement which 
would transferred into homeomorphous 
State would the few enlightened Marxist 
deologists who could impose Socialism upon the masses 
combining the best and most efficient the Leninist- 
Trotskyist-Titoist-Stalinist mthods. And the second 
enlightenment would British Fabians, 
Republicans, anti-clerics, anti-Fascists, and 
The literary threads woven throughout this autobiog- 
are the paradoxes dialetical materialism. Such 
logic may seem quaint sophomoric 
but ludicrous when used man the age 
£79. But sad contemplate the possibility that 
20th Century Liberal these memoirs will 
sought substitute for the Confessions St. Augus- 
tne. Bertrand Russell has already hailed “The 
interesting and fascinating book that have read 
long time.” hope Sir Bertrand does not cause 
astampede the book stores. 
Francis Gannon, Ph.D., 
Assistant Professor History, 
University Scranton 


Thompson, Whatever Cost 
Jan. 24,1957. 215p. $3.50. 

the morning August 19th, 1942, the Allied forces 
raid the French coast centered the city 
Dieppe which has been called foolhardy fiasco, 
waste men, test necessary the planning 
the full-scale invasion, strategic success spite 
loss two-thirds the six thousand men commit- 
the venture. was optimistically called “Opera- 
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tion Jubilee” but there was little jubilant about, 
even early three hours after the action was begun 
(at five ack-emma), for even then was clear that 
something had gone seriously wrong with the attack, 
as, indeed, something had. What the outcome the 
gamble might have been German supply ship con- 
voyed five armed trawlers had not blundered into 
the left flank the attacking forces, one can now 
determine. Mr. Thompson has carefully and thorough- 
collated all the available information, and has writ- 
ten account that, for all its painstaking detail, 
gripping and deeply moving. But the full secret 
the Dieppe raid still guarded military files. One 
can only hazard guesses: such that, were not for 
the Dieppe raid, the closely guarded German secret 
emplacements might not have been discovered 
time; that the raid covered the rescue certain 
very important continental scientists, presumably with 
atomic secrets; simply that was diversionary 
attack confuse Nazi strategists. Whatever the re- 
sults, complete failure calculated risk some suc- 
cess, the account the heroism the soldiers and the 
sailors involved has epic dimensions. 


Stewart, Sidney Give This Day 


Norton. Jan. 7,1957. 254p. $3.50. 

War books are dime dozen today. The market 
flooded with them that the reviewer hesitates 
single out any particular one. Yet, because Give 
This Day can called one the most remarkable 
personal experiences American soldier any 
age, this book without reserve recommended the 
reading public. While true that some passages 
require strong stomach muscles digest them fully, 
Sidney Stewart has given exciting new experience 
this out-of-the-ordinary and suspenseful account 
one the tragedies our times. 

This the story young men and old men, good 
men and bad men, who, knowing little about war, went 
into battle with ridiculously inadequate weapons and 
were left their fate with nothing but false rumors 
build their failing courage. Torture and murder, 
hunger and thirst, malaria, dengue fever, dysentery, 
bitter cold and burning heat—all became accepted 
part their daily lives for years, and yet they could 
stand, barefooted band ragged skeletons, singing 
Christmas carols the midnight moon Mindanao 
rainfall. 

This the story some the fiercest and most glori- 
ous but litle known days World War II. Unforget- 
table characters, heroic incidents, unspeakable and 
unbearable moments torment are commonplace and 
dot every page. Here the infamous Death March 
told all its bitter detail, from Marivales San Fer- 
nandc and then Camp O’Donnell; days and 
nights walking hell without food water, which 
brought death some 23,000 Americans and Filipinos 
within the space twenty days. But even this account 
pales visibly when contrasted with the systematized 
cruelty the prison ships plying their bomb-wracked 
ways from the Philippines Japan. 

Literature has more poignant scene than that simply 
told the youngster, seventeen years age, dying 


judge 
the 
from 
and 


fox-hole Bataan and learning for the first time the 
wonderful history the Redemption from the lips 
wiser but more worldly companion: 


“You know, kid, God made this earth live on. 
made these trees, made everything, and 
made man. There was time, long time ago, 
when most the men this earth didn’t pay 
much attention God. And God had Son 
His own. let Him born, right here 
earth, could show men the right way. Show 
them that long they believed Him and 

had faith they’d find out that this life here, this 

was just preliminary. came through this 

test the right way, would have life forever, 
good life with shells pain sorrow. 


promised it, kid. said, ‘If you believe Me, 
and believe Son, shall have life ever- 
lasting’.” 

This also the story Fr. Bill Cummings Mary- 
knoll, who gave his life bring the comforts faith 


these men and who shared their every experience. 
Perhaps because Fr. Bill was close personal friend 
this reviewer that are prejudiced favor the 
book. But, prejudiced not, think only fair 
warn the reader that, unless can afford day off 
from his work, should reserve the reading for the 
week-end. For once you begin the book you will want 
John 
University Scranton 


Toland, John Ships the Sky 


Holt. Feb. 352p. $4.95. 

The era the great dirigibles ended May 1937 
7:25 p.m., more precisely 7:26 p.m., for the mo- 
ment before the great air ship Hindenburg was com- 
pleting regular passenger run from Germany; the 
moment after, lay burned and broken the sands 
Lakehurst. With the spectacular explosion that 
great ship went the hopes 
enthusiasts whose stories are filled with courage, dar- 
ing, and eventual tragedy. 


Ships the Sky account the dirigibles from the 
first mysterious motorless made Dr. Sclo- 
mon Andrews, the last and greatest airship, the 
Hindenburg. All the famous airships are honored 
here, those Germany, the United States, Eng- 
land, France, and Italy. Each them has most 
interesting history which John Toland has taken end- 
less pains discover. has succeeded through mas- 
tery fact and detail presenting portrait each 
ship, particularly its last flight. His technique re- 
sembles that used with such success the accounts 
the sinking the Titantic and the Lusitania. 
Incidental details, snatches conversation, are reported 
with deliberate restraint; but there constant fore- 
boding disaster which brings tension the breaking 
point. 


retrospect amazing see the progress made 
lighter-than-air flight during the short fifty years the 
airship era. The marvel the beginning the XXth 
century was that such ship could stay the air and 
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move, more less, from place place. 
ber 1917 German Zeppelin, the L-59, actually 
military mission from Bulgaria German East 
and back, distance 4,225 miles. The years afte 
the Armistice saw airships repeatedly cross the Atlan. 
tic, the North Pole crossed over, and regular 
service established between Europe and North 
South America. 


All this came end with the explosion the 
Hindenburg. Even though the dangers using 
gen might have been overcome use helium, the 
dirigible could not compete with the increasing per. 
fection the heavier-than-air- planes and their vastly 
superior speed. The story Ships the Sky, 
ever, much story the men the sky 
navigated these ships. not surprising know 
these men are studying the possibilities atomic. 
powered airship, and they would the last agre 
with Mr. Toland’s final sentence: only the hop: 
remains; the bright future thing the past.” 


Ships the Sky absorbingly interesting book, 
all that arm-chair adventurers desire. 
Bro. John, F.S.C., Ph.D., 


Salle College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
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Mr. Lincoln 


Randall, 
Dodd, 


Edited Richard Current. 
1957. 392p. $6.50. 


“This book does not contain the whole Lincoln, but 
the Illinois lawyer and politician viewed the 
and his neighbors viewed him—the supposed lover Ann 
Rutledge—indulgent father Mary Todd Lincoln’s 
tion—the ‘second thought’ for the dedication the 
burg War Memorial Cemetery—the real person behind 
symbols Freedom and Union. And here the man 
relationship God, least saw it.” (Preface 
Richard Current explains that “in tailoring 
from the four (masteriul) volumes fit them together 
one, have taken occasional liberties with the original 
text” and that certain passages—v.g., sections eight 
through ten chapter XI, etc., Mr. Current using his 
own words with the aid Mr. Randall’s 
doing both, the author this newest the 
colniana has accomplished gem master 
ship. 


Timed for release anticipation Lincoln’s 
birthday, this volume carefully read will more 
satisfy the ardent disciple all things touching upon 
the life Lincoln, well stir keen 
among those who, having read the late 
one-volume classic Lincoln, would now like 
dulge both their curiosity and inquisitiveness into 
much more thrilling topic: “Just what made 
Abraham great?” 


the perusal Mr. Current’s work this reviewer felt 
though the old family album marked “A. Lincoln, 
1809-1865” were passing before his eyes, with certain 
sections the beloved volume containing many 
intimate “snapshots” than others, with hazy episode 
the Lincoln stories made much more vivid, with 
pages that through the years had received only pas 
ing glance now imbued with meaning 
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ing much more tender and much more meaningful. 
Beneath each picture placed this album with loving 
care, Mr. Current has written the appropriate title, e.g., 
“The House Eighth Street,” “Lonely White House 
“The Gift Laughter,” etc. 

What really should appeal the reading public, (if 
the price not bit prohibitive), Mr. Current’s style 
and engaging narative, the division the topics and 
their manner “folksy” presentation; and, finally, 
fom the pages this book emerges Lincoln with all 
the human qualities that must make every man, great 
and small, feel close him. 

these days the crisis,” Freedom- 
“the strife over segregation” and myriad 
succession cares and troubles, the image the man 
who above all 1860 desired peace and almost with 
his final breath wanted toward none,” the read- 
ing this collection his thoughts, words and deeds 
will utmost value. the proud story 


humble man. 
Berkeley Kines, 
St. Joseph’s College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


” 


Millis, Walter Arms and Men 


Putnam. Oct. 382p. $5.75. 

Mr. Millis’ gifts military historian have long been 
for, his books, The Martial Spirit, Road 
War, This Pearl, and others, has shown great per- 
and ability clarify. Arms and Men 
and intelligent commentary the evolution 
American military policy. history trans- 
from the smooth-bore flintlock musket the 
weapons today’s nuclear age. presents not only 
the details campaigns and careers American mili- 
leaders, but also traces the 
weapons, strategic theories, diplomacy and internal 
and the growing responsibility the United 
helping preserve peace the world. One 
does not necessarily have student military 
history enjoy reading Arms and Men. lively 
with unnecessary detail. 

from the very beginning our history, the United 
States Armed Forces have been imbued with the spirit 
the people from which they spring. has con- 
adhered the principle that the military 
merely instrument civilian authority. Peacetime 
policy has rarely been adjusted the require- 
national security. Mr. Millis calls this our 
and gives vivid illustrations. Rapid demobili- 
has followed each conflict which the United 
has engaged down and including World War 
result, American foreign policy frequently 
lacked adequate base force make effec- 
The period following World War notable 
illustrating failure adjust military policy 
the requirements national security. Mr. Millis 
with the economic, social and political factors 
affect this issue. 

The future Mr. Millis says, uncertain 
the future the American military policies which 
night adopted meet its problems. 


and Men recommended giving the whole 


ture our military history, not just one segment 
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it, terms the average educated reader can under- 
stand. 

Victor Finley, 

Major, 

University Scranton 


CLUE-WORKS 


John Coppinger, Contributing Editor 


Derby, Mark Echo Bomb 
Viking. Jan. 31,1957. 246p. $3.00. 

Mark Derby has staked out Southeast Asia his par- 
ticular bailiwick action: five his six novels have 
been set such exotic Borneo, Malaya, Hong 
Kong, Singapore, and Jakarta. Rather effectively—in 
low-key approach which his heroes are very normal 
men who are filled with real repugnance for violence, 
who fear death, who are not very very clever—Derby 
usually gets Westerner involved the vortex in- 
trigue and counter-intrigue now going that part 
the world. 

Harry Lyon young photographer whose main in- 
terest life capturing beauty film. Almost against 
his will, and mainly gesture personal vengeance 
when good friend the victim callous bombing, 
Harry finds that the Kuomintang-Communist conflict 
very active and that deeply involved it. 

usual with Derby, there much emphasis the 
romantic angle. And, again usual, the romance 
complicates loyalties and hates. But, unusually, the 
denouement different but effective. All all, Derby 
deserves high mark for this outing. 


Innes, Michael Death Quiet Day 
Dodd, Mead. (Red Badge Mystery) Feb. 1957. 214p. 
$2.95. 

English university study group, band students 
under the tutelage Mr. Pettifor, have come the 
hamlet Nymph Monachorum the Devonshire 
Downs for the spring holidays, presumably read for 
their examinations. One them, David Henchman, 
takes solo walk Saturday and finds, the top 
Knack Tor, dead man, hails passing hiker and 
soon headlong flight from the stranger. The mys- 
tery complicated when, returning the Tor with 
Inspector Appleby, who happened week-ending 
nearby, finds the body different one from the 
first found. The value this one lies the quiet 
humor the telling. 


Armstrong, Anthony 
The Strange Case Mr. Pelham 
Doubleday. Jan. 26,1957. 192p. $2.95. 


Here fairly skillful expansion short story which 
this author wrote some seventeen years ago. was 
competently written the original genre, (the same 
plot was recently used Alfred Hitchcock suspense 
drama his Sunday night series), and this newest 
production richly developed into intriguing piece 
entertainment. 


quietly dull routine business, pool the club, and 
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dinner home. His friends like him and all well 
the Pelham universe. Then, insidiously but per- 
sistently, Mr. Pelham the victim incredible 
conspiracy which, first, treats error; then 
practical joke; finally, terrifying and diabolical plan 
deprive him his own identity. 


Readers are for evening crackling suspense. 


Brinton, Henry Drug the Market 
Macmillan. Jan. 30,1957. 192p. $2.75. 


When John Strang, Member Parliament, seeks 
restful escape from the rigors the House, runs 
into quite stimulating experience: murder. One 
his old friends, Sir Grey Caistor, renowned biologist, 
disappears under circumstances which interest John— 
especially since young woman whom has 
inordinate curiosity involved. Before gets the 
rather apparent plot unravelled Strang has been shot, 
burned, bombed sloppy group thugs that 
have come over the downs since last Whitsuntide. 
From the title, even the most unperceptive reader can 
gather that everyone running around interested 
dope—er—dope, that is! 


Haycraft, Howard and John Beecroft (Editors) 
Treasury Great Mysteries 
Simon Schuster. Jan. 17, 1957. 1152p. $5.95. 


The editors this big bargain “escape” reading have 
selected some top samples the work the top prac- 
titioners mystery writing. The pages are closely 
printed and each volume generously packed with 
tales well worth second reading. There are four full- 
length novels, one each Agatha Christie, Eric Am- 
bler, Raymond Chandler, Daphne Maurier; five 
novelettes, (of the length which was called “full- 
length” when published the now-defunct American 
magazine), representing Erle Gardner, Mary Roberts 
Rinehart, Ellery Queen, Dorothy Sayers and Rex Stout, 
and ten stories, one each from Carter Dickson, 
Marsh, Leslie Charteris, William Irish, Margery Alling- 
ham, John Dickson Carr, Patrick Quentin, Georges 
Simenon, Edgar Wallace, and Stuart Palmer with Craig 
Rice. The knowledgeable fan will recognize the double 
identity John Dickson Carr and Carter Dickson. 
This bargain every way, price, quantity 
goods and quality. should prove popular the 
lending library, will welcome addition the home 
library and would make excellent gift the gracious 
host hostess from the grateful guest. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S BOOKS 


Helen Butler, Ph.D., Contributing Editor 


Department Librarianship, Marywood College 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


book Specially Recommended 
book Recommended 
American Background Books 
Kenedy. Feb. $2.50. 
Adams, Dorothy Cavalry Hero, Casimir Pulaski 
Illustrated Irena Lorentowicz. 190p. 


FEBRUARY 


Hopkins, 
New York $2. 


Illustrated William Wilson. 184p. 


new biographical series directed ages 10-15, 
according the publisher’s statement intended 
highlight those Catholics who “played 
role the our Continent.” addition; 
the two here noted, projected volumes will 
Alfred Smith, Fathers Abram Ryan, Peter 
Isaac Hecker and Eusebio Kino, Ponce Leon, 
Carroll, LaSalle, General Beauregard, Mere Marie 
the Ursulines, and others. 


Less personal and more factual than Vision Book 
the new series, (judging the first samples), 
the same time less dramatic and probably more 
ful adhering established historical data. 
story-plot lacking, (though dialogue freely sup 
plied), and because the case these two 
the biographees’ lives seemed end disappoin: 
ment, well because most the series 
men, likely the appeal will greater for high 
school-aged boys than for girls. Both are indexed 
both lack mention source materials. The 
book colorful its delineation Polish manor lif 
and chilling its recital Russian destruction 

Poland’s unity and prestige. Similarly eye-opening 
thought-provoking the disregard princely 
services rendered, the Dongan volume. 
books will help the adolescent see the period 
which their subjects lived and replace the black 
white statements juvenile history texts with the gray 
genuine history. 
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Coleman, Pauline The Beau 


Dodd. Feb. 213p. $2.75. 
slight and not too subtle story about sophomor 
girl (younger sister Ellie The Different One) whi 
collects not only her own male friends but her 
well. Framework for the story family 
trip Yosemite, with too many invited guests and 
little contributed service, that 

acters lack depth and the plot hardly 
Although setting plays major part the plot, end 


crete details about the environment are few. 
the setting 


Green, Robert James 
Illustrated Geoffrey Dean Lewis. Lothrop. Dec. 
1956. 220p. $3.00. 
tale 15,000 years ago designed show how 
dent, necessity, contact with others and intelligent 
sideration problem helped man his discovery 

early tools. Young Kor tames two wolf cubs which 
him hunting, makes fishhook, raft 
and from other tribes among whom travels 
seeds and fruits for food, copper for knives and 
points, smoking for food preservation, iron 
for axes and for striking sparks. The story goes 
good pace, and while the telescoping discoveries 
over-simplified, the probabilities are not unduly 
Underlying the plot the acceptable theme 
ation and sharing information. For junior high. 
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Heenan, John C., Bp. 

Feb. 1957. 286p. illus. $3.00. 
survey Catholic doctrine which discusses the 
man, the Bible, the sacraments, the Church, 


Jim 

good boy-and-dog story from the old master’s 
This one concerns boy the Black Hills 
father hides out when unjustly accused shoot- 
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Mary Safe Lodging 
Donald Bolognese. Sheed. Jan. 23, 1957. 
152p. $2.75. 

effectively developed story about 18th-century 
girl who celebrated her 12th birthday being caught 
among the Gordon rioters these 
the restoration civil rights Catholics. That night 
she found the family priest-hole gentle little Bishop 


Challoner, for whom the mob was searching, and next 
day she was kidnapped mob leaders who hoped 
from her the bishop’s whereabouts. Told the 
person, with nicely rounded characters, the story 


carries complete conviction, and phase that 
conviction deeper than the picture what meant 


Catholic England the 1780’s. Well han- 
too, the portrayal deepening panic the 
girl who tells the story. For junior high, but 


Our Faith 


and her relations with the world well her history 
England, and finally Catholic life. Especially good 
are the sections relating evolution, the Mass, the 
Protestant Reformation England, and Catholic liv- 
The aproach conversational and easy, the atti- 
tude fair and broad, the implications made easily ap- 
parent junior high and up. Occasionally, the presen- 
tation seems bit “talky.” The book probably wil! not 
chosen for voluntary reading, since the dynamic 
approach Daniel-Rops and Knox missing, but 
very useful supplementary material for 


classes. First published England, 1956. 


Double Challenge 


ing another man, and whose collie packs food and 
messages the hide-out. The youth meantime suc- 
undertakes open hunting camp and 
end, not unexpectedly, uncovers the 
Good pace, just enough description make 
setting real, good feel for the out-of-doors, and 
hunting incidents make story all teen-agers 
enjoy, boys particularly. 


Helen, and Laird, Charlton 


The Tree Language 


Ervine Metzl. World. Jan. 21, 1957. 233p. 


htroducing their account reviewing the probable 
language, these authors summarize entertain- 
the stages which English has gone through over 


ree great periods, then break off for consideration 


facets. They over the probable origin the 


the cause inconsistencies English spell- 
the development printing, and the diverting 
various surnames. The second half the 


consists “word stories,” which derivations, 


changes and social connotations over 100 


Harris Heenan Kjelgaard 
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interesting words, (pie, porterhouse steak, coward, 
soldier, etc.) are given. There enthusiasm and con- 
vincing reasoning, well caution making flat 
statements. While not rich historical content 
Irwin’s Romance Writing, (Best Sellers, November 
15, 1956), Lambert’s Our Language (Best Sellers, 
January 15, 1956), the book should useful demon- 
strate the development and growth our language 
from its Indo-European base, and should arouse some 
feeling for words and curiosity about word origins, even 
among the disinterested. 


Loomis, Paul Trail the Pinto Oregon 
Dodd. Feb. 245p. $2.75. 

Sequel Trail the Pinto Stallion, here are further 
adventures young Nat Kane among the Rocky Moun- 
tain trappers the 1830’s, and Captain Bonneville 
who led the group, and Dr. John McLaughlin who 
headed the Hudson’s Bay Company Oregon. Pres- 
ent here, too, poetic license, the young Nez Percé 
boy who later became known Chief Joseph. There 
much trappers’ and Indians’ ways, and incident 
crowds upon incident. Nevertheless, the story remains 
superficial, fact that the action-craving younger adole- 
scent may not mind but from which will get little. 


Musciano, Walter 


Building and Operating Model Cars 
Wagnalls. Dec. 1956. 192p. photogs, diagrs. 
3.50. 


Eight easy-to-build car models intended for fans this 
rewarding hobby model-building enthusiast since 
the age eight, who now contributor magazines 
featuring model cars, airplanes and boats, and also 
employed currently engineering draftsman. 
Models here described have not appeared elsewhere. 
They include: Sir Malcolm Campbell’s “Bluebird,” 
propeller driven speedster, jet powered “Firebird,” 
ancient 1901 Oldsmobile, midget race car, Fer- 
rari sports car, amphibious jeep, and radio-con- 
trolled trailer truck. 

Provided for each are: interesting account the 
model, well planned and carefully marked diagrams, 
procedures for enlarging plans, material best suited for 
each, simple tools used, sources and prices 
parts too expensive not worth the time construct, 
detailed step-by-step instructions, and how and where 
launch the finished product. The interest the 
Ford Motor Company and General Motors Corpora- 
tion young talent and their models, the scholarships 
and prizes offered, and the work assimilating and 
developing ideas received from prize-winning models 
into full-sized cars should incentive the high 
schol enthusiast. Numerous photographs add the 
book’s appeal. Sources supplies are listed state; 
blank pages are provided for the builder’s own notes. 


Frances Dowling, 
Dunmore, Pennsylvania 
Frank, Jr. 
Modern Miracles the Laboratory 

Lothrop. Jan. 16,1957. 224p. photogs. $3.00. 
his first pages, the author reviews the develop- 
ment chemical knowledge from ancient times the 
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19th-century. Thereafter, takes long chapter each 
for the part chemistry has played improving medical 
practice, changing agricultural methods, develop- 
ing new products such plastics and synthetic fibers, 
and changing building materials and providing new 
mineral alloys, glass compounds, synthetic rubber, vari- 
ous gas and oil products, and man-made foods. 
final chapter forecasts coming achievements artificial 
photosynthesis, extraction food from the oceans, and 
ultimate victory over polio, the common cold and 
cancer. The encyclopedic information interestingly 
presented includes developments through 1955. Very 
satisfying the identification popular products which 
young people take for granted (we are told, for ex- 
ample, that over half the drugs use today were 
unknown years ago) and the story the man who 
made them possible. Excellent photographs depict dis- 
coverers and the processes which modern industrial 
plants produce their findings mass basis. Since 
the description chemical compounds involves 
knowledge least elementary chemistry, the book 
wil more intelligible older high school students 
than the younger fry. Teachers will find en- 

livening material for their chemistry classes, well. 


Runbeck, Margaret Lee 

Houghton. Jan. 23,1957. 263p. $3.50. 
More sketches than “Our Miss Boo,” 
now years old and having boy trouble. Interspersed 
are other sketches about their Japanese cook, the 
writer’s father and mother, and her friends. 
humorous but understanding, times tender without 
being sentimental, the various sections reveal two gen- 
erations, mother sympathetic, trusting and gay, 
daughter sound and reliable and delightfully absurd. 
Girl should enjoy them and catch glimpse them- 
selves Boo. 


Miss Boo 


Sherburne, Zoa The High White Wall 
Morrow. Jan. 23,1957. 220p. $2.75. 


The “high white wall” enclosed exclusive residen- 
tial section 18-year-old Leeann’s city. Because she 
lived the run-down Junction section, the wall typi- 

fied the gracious living the girl yearned for, escape from 

home with ineffectual father, shallow mother, 

brood seven younger children, and from Barry, 

the 30-year-old widowed policeman who expected 
Leeann marry him. Inside the wall, Leeann’s sum- 

mer job baby-sitter, and part-time secretary her 
employer’s would-be-poet son, showed her that the 
latter’s need escape outside the wall was greater 


Runbeck Sherburne Thomson Trevor 


SELLERs 


The whole makes pleasant, shallow, lesson con- 

Characters are not sufficiently developed 
make some the action reasonable. The rallying 
family and neighbors when Leeann’s small sister dies 
the strongest scene the book. But Leeann’s own 
change heart not sufficiently motivated, nor the 
young “poet” believable enough, justify the girl’s 
right-about-face. 


Thomson, Peter Ski Ranger 
Dodd. Jan. 14,1957. 215p. $2.75. 
Another story about Doug Moran, introduced young 16, 


teen-agers Sierra Ranger. The same region serves 
background here, but the season changes winter and 
the one-man assignment snow-gauging, wild life 
counting, and patrolling. The plot falls into two parts; 
the capture poachers, and the rescue brother 
and sister whose plane was damaged while they were 


Aqui 


looking for ski runs high the mountains. Light and Arno 
easily readable, the story takes some intensity the Arno 
account that rescue and the peculiar dangers which Bulst 
high altitudes involve cold weather. Doug 
made superman, perhaps because Davic 
must have more less full quota superhuman Dos 
ingenuity and endurance. DuM 

Giles, 

Meriol Sun Slower, Sun Faster 
Illustrated Edward Ardizonne. Sheed. Jan. 23, 1957. 
217p. $3.25. 
When 13- and 14-year old Cecilia and Richard visited Hill, 
their great uncle the ancestral manor Bath, Eng Jackso 
land, broken agnus dei from Uncle Ambrose’s 
lection seals sent them back time, episode epi- Lewis, 
sode, earlier centuries English history. They 
visited the famous 18th-century Pump Room, were 
presented King James and Quen Mary, helped 
17th-century Jesuit escape his captors, made friends Editor 
with Matthew Oxford, tutor Henry Plantagenet, Contri 
celebrated 10th-century King Edgar’s coronation, saw 
6th-century Saxons burn out the Romans, and watched Busine 
the capture 3rd-century Christian priest who 
refused sacrifice the emperor. Tying the 
sodes together, course, the Catholic religion. This class 
excellent history, good, three-dimensional 1957, 


zation and careful, interesting plotting. Enough con 
temporary affairs are presented keep 
modern and touch with young 
Published originally Collins, 1955, the American 
edition prudently drops some the chapters, 
canizes the spelling, and provides more attractive 
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